Women's group pays off for charity and for those at inaugural meeting: Regina Brett
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We ran out of chairs as the crowd grew in the back room at Brothers Lounge, a strange place to have an all-women gathering. 

Right away, we felt like sisters. The first meeting of 100+ Women Who Care Cleveland Metro was held on Thursday night on Cleveland's west side. 

We each signed a commitment form and picked a charity we wanted to plug. Some women came to observe, but 80 women were committed to plunk down $100 to support the charity that received the most votes. We were 20 women short of the 100 women goal, but not bad for the first meeting. 

I met women who were there to plug the Animal Protective League, the Western Reserve Historical Society, Adoption Network, the U.S.O, Rainey Institute and the Empowerment Center of Greater Cleveland to provide uniforms for Cleveland school kids. 

I chose The Gathering Place, which offers free services for anyone touched by cancer. 

Organizers Johanna Frebes and Kassy Wyman welcomed us, then we set the timer and went to work. 

The beauty of 100+ Women fundraising, which is springing up in other cities, is that you get in, you give and you get out, all in the span of one hour. Our group will meet every three months, on the third Thursday of the month. The next meeting is Oct. 21. (See 100womenwhocarecleveland.weebly.com for information.) 

We put our charity forms in a basket and three were pulled out: the YWCA's Nurturing Independence and Aspirations program, the First Tee of Cleveland and the Domestic Violence Center. 

Linda stood up and gave a plea for the YWCA program. She read about it in Connie Schultz's column in The Plain Dealer. The Nurturing Independence and Aspirations program provides a bridge for girls who age out of foster care. Some 100 girls leave foster care every year in Cuyahoga County when they turn 18 and have nowhere to go. 

"The YWCA is building 22 apartments for them," Linda told us. 

"Twenty-three," a woman hollered from the crowd. "I'm building them." 

We all laughed. 

Every girl will get new sheets, cookware and other lifestyle needs to start out. 

"We as women support the young women in Cleveland," Linda said. 

After her five-minute speech and five minutes of Q and A, the timer rang. 

Irene urged us to choose First Tee, which teaches inner city children ages 7 to 18 to live core values taught by golfing: honesty, integrity, sportsmanship, respect, confidence, responsibility, perseverance, courtesy and judgment. 

The money raised would help cover a myriad of needs, including after-school programs and college scholarships. 

Then Carol pleaded with us to give to a domestic violence program called SAVES: Senior Anti-Violence Empowerment Services. It's part of a collaboration that serves adults 60 and over who are victims of domestic violence. They need transportation to support groups and brochures, billboards and fliers to get the message out to seniors. 

"It's really a silent crime," she said. 

Some elderly are abused by their own children, or by spouses and caretakers. 

"There's a belief that it's too late to get help," she said. The group's motto is: Making tomorrow better than your yesterdays. 

Ding. 

It was time to vote. We each wrote down one of the three charities on a blue paper and tossed it in the basket. Then we pulled out our checkbooks. 

It was a tie. Some wanted to divide the money between the two charities, others wanted to flip a coin. We couldn't agree. 

Then a woman who had come to observe the meeting, signed a commitment form and cast a vote. It broke the tie. The YWCA program won. 

Actually, we all won. 

We raised $8,100 in 60 minutes. 

